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Socially-inspired, Crowdfunded, Collaborative Photo Exhibition  
Challenges the Value of Mobile Photography  

 
SAN LUIS OBISPO, CA - June 7, 2019 / — Instinctive Curiosity, Intentional Connection, Vanessa Veiock’s 
socially-inspired, crowdfunded and collaborative photo exhibition challenges the meaning and value of 
both mobile photography and art at large in our era of excessive sharing and“free” information. Her 
exhibition will be on display at Linnaea’s Cafe throughout July with an opening reception from 6-9pm on 
July 5th during Art After Dark. 

Vanessa’s first exhibition in 2015 featured iPhone photographs from more than 30 countries, linked 
together by small idiosyncrasies, encouraging viewers to get curious about the themes of 
interconnectedness and also make shareable personal connections to one another. Since then, Vanessa 
has grappled with if and how to share her photography in a meaningful way when feeling so inundated 
by the barrage of content streaming from technology and social media.  She wonders... Are photographs 
still valuable? Worth sharing? What gives a photograph power, purpose, or significance? How can we 
use technology, and furthermore, digital photography, to fuel more connection rather than isolation? 
This exhibition is an experiment in answering these questions.  

Building off the foundation of interdependence in her previous work, Vanessa invited others to 
participate in the creation of her current project. First curating an online gallery, she then welcomed 
viewers to make a donation if they felt the collection added value to their lives or to sponsor a piece for 
the exhibition. Vanessa has connected all these pieces together into a cohesive whole to be showcased 
at Linnea’s. In this way, the exhibition is paid for by people that find enough value in her work to pay it 
forward. Reprints will be for sale to the public.  

All profits from the exhibition will go towards effective altruism via Princeton Philosopher Peter Singer’s 
The Life You Can Save, which aims to motivate the public to give to organizations that do the most good 
per dollar, providing transparency on their impact and valuing the lives of all people equally.  

Besides the benefits of art creating an opportunity for people to see beauty and ponder new ideas, 
Vanessa hopes this exhibition fulfills several goals: 
  

1. Encourage people to rethink the monetary value of art (and time). Artists take on a lot of 
financial risk creating and showing their work in a public place. Sponsored work eliminates that 
hurdle and allows an artist to create an exhibition that is paid for by people that see worth in it 
while challenging ingrained ideas about what is deserving of our money, and attention.  

2. Provide experimentation with collaborative art designed to promote conversation and 
reflection. All participants (including viewers) will have the opportunity to reflect on the themes 
of interconnectedness and the value and meaning of both art and money and how they relate 
to one another in our modern world.  

3.  Raise awareness for the effective altruism movement. The profits from the exhibition will go 
to The Life You Can Save. Viewers are encouraged to get curious and delve into the concept of 
effective altruism as a way to put meaning and gratitude back into our digitized (and dare we 
say, too comfortable) Western lives.  

 
CONTACT INFORMATION: Vanessa Veiock/ 515.554.0914/ vanessa.veiock@gmail.com / 
wanderasana.com 
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