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Ms. Andreotti: I like that everyone 
is so different. There are so many 
different ethnicities, languages, and 
backgrounds. Getting to know 
everyone has been really special. 

Milad: Why did you come to WMES? 

Ms. Andreotti: I came to WMES 
because it was one of the first 
offers I got. From the moment I 
walked in and met Ms. Judy and Ms. 
Jackie, I knew this place was 

special and it was somewhere I 
wanted to work for my first job. I 
applied to 56 schools across 6 
counties. I had 12 interviews and got 
three offers. 

Milad: How long have you been a 
music teacher? 

Ms. Andreotti: I have been a music 
teacher since the first day of school.  

Milad: Did you always want to be a 
music teacher? 
Continued on page 2… 

By Amanda 

   Every year, you get a form along 
with test scores and other flyers. 
But this isn’t like all the other 
Tuesday Folder papers. It is the 
magical skate night sign up form! 

    Exciting, I know, right? So far, I 
have only gone twice. I would like 
to say that nothing much has 
changed. The lights turn off and 
some rainbow lights shine in spots 
around the rink, music plays, and 
you can get soda, sugary, powdered 
doughnuts, and hot dogs. 

By Milad 

   We have a new music teacher in 
the school and her name is Miss 
Andreotti.  She graduated in May 
from George Mason University and 
student taught at Orange Hunt in 
Springfield and Luther Jackson in 
Falls Church. You might not know 
much about her, but soon you will 
know a lot. 

Milad: What do you like about WMES 
and why? 

WAPLES WELCOMES: MS. ANDREOTTI

KEEPING COOL AT SKATE NIGHT

THE FALL 
ICE CREAM 
SOCIAL

NEW  
YEAR’S 
RESOLUTIONS 

BOOKS ON 
BOOKS ON 
BOOKS!

PLUS:  
MR. MATT’S 
MANY CARS

   Could we request songs, please? 
Sometimes the songs are not the 
best… if we can already request 
songs, then can someone please 
explain to me how? 

    It also might be good to know 
that some boys try to show off and 
skate so fast that if you are near 
them, you will be knocked to the 
ground. It happened to my sister 
and no one stopped to say sorry or 
help. Thanks a lot, show offs.  

    And did you hear? This year, two  

continued on page 2…  

Don’t Miss Spring Skate Night! 

WMES takes over the rink on St. 
Patrick’s Day, March 17th! The bright 
lights shine the first hour and then dim 
in the second hour as the disco ball 
debuts and faster music plays.  

“I wish WMES students knew how excited I was to 

meet them and how much I’m learning from them.”

TRADITIONS EDITION, INCLUDING REPORTS ON…
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NOVEMBER 2017 BY THE NUMBERS

197 TOTAL SKATERS 

7 WMES STAFF in attendance including Mr. Brotemarkle, 
Mr. Matt, Ms. Hawa, Ms. Seidel, Ms. Moore, Mr. Correlus,  

and Mr. Duffy 

$945 RAISED for field trips, teacher grants, assemblies, 
and electronics 

 75 advance online sign-ups 

NEW MUSIC IN WMES HALLS

“Music has always been the 
field of study where I feel 
most like myself. Not just 
because I’m good at it, but 
because I enjoy it.”

Ms. Andreotti: If I had to 
leave here, I would hope to 
go to a middle or high school 
to direct choirs all day. Or a 
wedding planner. I do a lot 
of work on Pinterest. 

Milad: Who is your favorite 
artist? 
Ms. Andreotti: I’m a big 
Frank Sinatra person. 

    During my interview with 
Ms. Andreotti, I noticed 
pictures on one of the doors 
from her childhood. It 
seemed she was still 
connected to her childhood. 
 I like the picture because it 
connects to my own silly and 
funny side.  I think that she 
wants to have the memories 
of being a kid near the place 
she is every day. 

DID YOU KNOW? 
Ms. Andreotti’s parents from 
southern Italy. She speaks 
some Italian.  

Ms. Andreotti: For as long 
as I can remember, I’ve 
wanted to be a music 
teacher. When I was in 
elementary school, I already 
thought,  “I could do this 
forever.” 

Milad: If you had to switch 
jobs, what would you do? 

sixth graders collided and 
one broke his arm. So this 
event is definitely super 
safe, right? 

    Never mind the risks. You 
can spend quality time with 
friends. Whether you are a 
beginner or an expert, it is 
super fun for everyone, even 
if you are scared of ice 
skating, like I was. I even 

SKATE ON, WMES!
learned how to skate at a 
WMES Skate Night because my 
friend, Ashlee, pulled me off 
the wall and gave me the extra 
push, literally, I needed. So, 
overall skate night is pretty 
cool. 

     Thank you for listening to 
this SUPER IMPORTANT 
announcement. 

Interview by Adi 

Adi: Tell us about your car. 
Mr. Matt: I drive a 2000 Corvette. I have two. One is a 
C6, one is a C4. One is black and one is white. The 
coolest is the C7. I don’t have it yet. I’m going to a 
car show tomorrow. It’s my hobby. 

Adi: What happens at the car show?  
Mr. Matt: It’s called Cars and Coffee in Great Falls. 
We get tips on our cars, like which stereo to put in. 

Adi: Which car do you drive to school? 
Mr. Matt: I also have a Honda Civic. It’s the best buy 
because of gas, so its good for commuting. I have a 
 monster truck — a pick-up — and Chevy Blazer, old 
school from 1986. And I have a boat. And a four-
wheeler. I keep them all at at my parents.   

Adi: Why did you buy the Corvette? 
Mr. Matt: I like fast cars — the torque — and I enjoy 
the sunshine when I take the top off. It’s the 
horsepower, the beauty, the line.  

Adi: How is this an expression of your personality? 
Mr. Matt: It’s fashionable and ritzy. I like nice stuff.  

Adi: How long have you had it? 
Mr. Matt: I’ve had the newest ones since May. I always 
buy a new car on my birthday. This year I want to buy 
a new house. I already have 5 cars.  

Adi: Is this your dream car? If not, what is and why? 
Mr. Matt: 90s Ferrari. They’re classic.  

TEACHER TRANSPORT 
What do the cars teachers choose say 
about who they are? In the first of our 
four-part series, we ask WMES SACC 
Coordinator Mr. Matt about what he drives 
and why.

Mr. Matt poses with one of his many cars in DC.
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games, a raffle, and lots 
and lots of fun. At the 
Ice Cream Social, you 
can dress up in your 
Halloween costume — 
which could be good or 
bad because, at the 2017 
Social, one of our friends 
dressed as Pennywise and 
scared a little boy into 
crying, so don’t wear a 
costume that is too scary 
for your own good or the 

    As writers and creators, 
we have too many ideas 
and not enough time or the 
right place to catch them. 
And sometimes ideas won’t 
turn into great stories 
because the voices in our 
head are too personal, too 
wild and free that we can’t 
capture them. Like a 
Grabenstein story, our 
thoughts fly in a million 

Fierce Wonderings

By Vivien, Maxine, & Eli 
  Everyone enjoys a break 
from schoolwork. At least 
everyone we know does. 
It’s nice coming to school 
with friends without having 
to do schoolwork, too.  And 
the first school “dance” is 
called the Ice Cream Social 
and it's normally the Friday 
night before Halloween 
It's always enjoyable for us 
because there is music, 

good of others. Or just come 
in normal attire.  
    Not focusing on crying 
kids, let's talk about the 
games. There are super 
basic things like throwing 
bean bags to knock pins 
down or getting a ping-pong 
ball in a pumpkin cup, but 
the most popular game by 
far is the Cupcake Walk. If 
you land on the lucky 
number when the music 
stops, you get a free 
cupcake or ice cream.   
     By the way, the vanilla 
ice cream tastes like sand, 
to us anyway. And it’s in a 
styrofoam cup with a plastic 
lid. And you use a plastic 
spoon. Did you know that, 
according to Scholastic, 
styrofoam takes 100 million 
years or more to decompose 
while plastic spoons take 
more than 100 years to 
disappear? Could we scoop 
on cones instead? And get 
some new flavors? And 

toppings? Maybe even more 
people would come and we’d 
raise even more money. And it 
would be better for the 
environment. 
    At the end of the night, we 
go outside with all of our 
friends to play tag.  Then we 
get yelled at by various adults 
who don’t want us to trip, 
fall, and die in the dark.That’s 
a lot of paperwork.  
    We go inside. Then we go 
outside again, the bravest of 
us all anyway. We need some 
fresh air. And it’s Friday night. 
  Overall, the Ice Cream Social 
is super fun. Students don’t 
have to organize anything. 
Kids get to hang out with each 
other, especially their friends 
who aren’t in their classes. 
Parents get to talk to other 
parents. The PTA raises money 
so we can have even more fun 
at assemblies and on field 
trips. And fun is great because 
it lifts all the stress off your 
shoulders. 

CRÉME DE LA (ICE) CRÉME SOCIAL 

Mr. Brotemarkle poses with students at this year’s Ice 
Cream Social. 

directions. Here, our 
writers reflect on their 
most inspired place and 
some recent thoughts on 
their mind. 
   Maxine: In my bed, right 
before I fall asleep, I 
wonder: What if someone 
could talk to animals? 
What would animals say? 
What would they be 
thinking...something 
really serious or “I just 
want food?” If we could be 
an animal for a day, what 
would it be like? What 
would it feel like? If the 
universe is constantly 
expanding, what is it 
expanding into? What’s 
there before it’s added 
onto? 
   Amanda: During walks in 
Difficult Run by the creek, 
these are the things 
constantly popping up in 

my mind: In a couple 
thousand or even one 
hundred years, are we all 
going to be dead because of 
all the pollution? The 
environment doesn’t seem 
to be people’s main priority. 
What if we’re all gone in a 
thousand years? What if we 
destroy ourselves? If we 
escape the earth, where 
would we go? And how big is 
the universe? Infinite in 
time or in all directions?  
    Milad: When I look 
outside and someone is 
driving their car, I always 
wonder what life would be 
like if I could see life 
through lives? Ever since 
preschool I’ve wondered, 
how can two people be best 
friends, but only see each 
other once a month and not 
even go to the same school? 
    Adi: On my dining room 
table, doing cup stacking, I 
think: Should I go to World’s 

2018? My record is world-
class, so… But I’d maybe 
have too much homework. 
Also, what car will I have 
when I grow up? Is life all a 
dream? How was this all 
created? Maybe we’re 
already dead, but we’re just 
dreaming back to this?  
    Vivien: In the shower, I 
wonder: Is Greek yogurt 
called Greek yogurt in 
Greece? Do they call Swiss 
cheese Swiss cheese in 
Switzerland? Is Canadian 
bacon Canadian? Is 
adulthood basically about 
needing to cry a lot, but not 
having the time or place to 
do it? Is adulthood too busy 
for emotions? What will we 
look like in the future? 
Sometimes I wonder if we’re 
just in a big book and a 
giant is turning the page? 
You can count to 999 
without using the 
letter a. 
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BOOKFAIR BRIEF
Dear Waples Mill Community,  
    This is my last year at WMES, so I’d 
like to name some of the best things 
I’ve enjoyed in my time here. I’ve 
been a Wapalonian since kindergarten 
and I know this school well. This place 
is very special for a lot of reasons. 
Here are a few: 
 1.Good friends: I’ve met many  
kind, welcoming people here.  
 2.Knowledgeable and friendly 
teachers: Overall, my teachers have 
been very nice and taught me a lot. 
Special shoutouts to Mrs. Weathington 
in kindergarten for being calm, 
creative and fun. I still remember 
our stations. To Mrs. Hawa for making 
jokes and inviting her son into our 
room. It was fun to see him. To Mr.  
Feldman for remembering everyone’s 
name (I still don’t know how he does 
that), for saying hi to everyone, and 
for making people laugh. 
 3.Switching classes: Starting in 
fifth grade, you get to rotate into 
different rooms with different 
people and different teachers. You 
meet new people and have a better 
chance of being in class with your 

best friends. The teachers are more 
experienced in their subject, too, so 
they can teach you even better.  

 4.The playground: Our playground is 
big compared to lots of schools. There 
are multiple fields for soccer, kickball, 
football, tag, and a blacktop for 
basketball. Plus, we have a playground. 
We have lots of recess time, too. 
 5.Movie Night: Even if you don’t like 
the movie, it’s still fun to bring snacks, 
talk with friends, and be social at 
school, but not during school. 
    I enjoyed being at WMES and I’m 
going to miss it. I hope that I’ll like 
Franklin and Oakton as much as our 
school. Hopefully, I’ll still have all of 
my WMES friends around and I can find 
teachers as great here.  
-Eli 

A FAREWELL ODE TO WMES
I love the WMES Book Fair 

every year, so this year I wanted 
to know more about the people 
that make it all happen.  This 
fall, I went to the book fair after 
school to ask some questions to 
Mrs. Swanson. 

She said that we have the 
book fair for to encourage 
reading. It is also a fundraiser for 
the Parent Teacher Association 
(PTA).  The books they sell are 
usually the most popular.  As it 
turns out, they borrow books 
from a company and the send 
back the ones they don’t sell. 

While they make a lot of 
money during the book fair, only 
a small amount of every sale is 
given to the PTA.  Throughout 
the book fair, a lot of parent 
volunteers help, around 35 every 
year.  

Here you have it! I have gotten 
you book fair information that 
you probably wouldn't know 
otherwise. Now enjoy the WMES 
Spring Book Fair this March! 

NEW YEAR, NEW (AND OLD) IDEAS
  2: “To beat Riley in chess,” because 
everyone wants to win sometimes. 
   3: “To score five goals in soccer,” 
because most people want to be 
better in sports. 
   4:“To give up my special pillow,” 
because we shouldn’t be attached to 
things from when we were young. 
   5: “To beat video games on the 
Switch,” because not many people 
try to beat video games as a 
resolution, but then again, everyone 
wants to win sometimes. 
   5: “To play more video games,” 
because a resolution should be a way 
to improve. Maybe getting better at 
the controller is the real reason? 
   5: “To eat more candy,” because it 
seems that this would lead to 
unhealthy habits. 
   7:“To not go to any Cotillion 
dances,” because they can create 
awkward situations.  
   9:“To stop singing Old McDonald,” 
because that’s just unusual.  

 By Milad 
Everyone has, or at least tries to 

make, a New Year's resolution.   
On the last day of school before 

winter break, I asked as many people as I 
could about their resolutions.  I got some 
predictable and unexpected ones, and 
others that are just odd.  Among the 
hardest to attain: Get Donald Trump 
fired and to try to get 10.0 perfect score 
in gymnastics. The sanest ones I found 
were to work hard in soccer and stop 
complaining about chores.   

Now I will rank some of the 
resolutions from most normal to 
strangest on a scale from 1-10: 
     1: “To eat healthier,” because 
everyone is trying to do that 

   9: “To get Donald Trump fired,”  
because a 6th grader can’t do that. 
   10: “To try to get a girlfriend,” 
because what 6th grader needs a 
girlfriend?

CARTOON CORNER 
By Maxine
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