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How to Cast a Meaningful Vote 
By Adi 

Voting is an important right. Kids don’t have very much power when they are 

young. When you get older, you have more power by voting for the U.S. president, 

not the SCA one. Voting now helps you make better decisions for voting later. To 

choose a candidate you should... 

1. Think what ideas are meaningful to you.  

2. Read candidate posters around the school. Notice why they want to be in an 

SCA position. 

3. Talk to the candidates. Ask them what they want to do if they become an 

officer. 

4. Watch and listen to the SCA speeches. Note important ideas by using our 

special insert PMI chart. 

5. Choose the candidate you feel would be best by going over your notes and 

trusting your gut feel.  

This is a very important experience for younger kids to have so that later in life 

they will have had some experience voting. 

Opinion: Do We Really Need SCA? 
By Vivien 

Sure SCA provides a leadership opportunity, but do we really need it? And 
sure a lot of people will disagree, but this is my opinion - SCA is honestly just a big 
excuse for a popularity contest. Some teachers agree.  

I’ve never considered being a part of SCA.  The people who do consider 
probably know that there are certain students who are shoo-ins. It doesn’t matter 
what candidates’ intentions seem to be - some people who are running want to win 
and they’ll do whatever it takes.  They will stay up preparing speeches and making 
posters. They will devote every minute they can to getting the vote.  And that’s just 
a waste of time.   

Only fifth and sixth graders can run for office and there’s a lot of work to do 
for SCA.  And especially sixth grade has a lot of homework and when I say a lot, I 
mean a lot.  Trust me, I’m a sixth grader - I know.   

  This is what I think.  Think what you want.                                     
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Are The People Running For SCA Voted on For 
Their Ideas? Teachers Give Their Opinions 

By Milad  
 
 Are student council representatives really voted on for their ideas and experience? To find out, 
I interviewed teachers throughout September. 

My first interview was with the sixth grade science teacher, Mr. Andes.  I asked him if he 
thought the people running were going to keep the ideas that they promised. He responded, 
“Probably not. I've heard a lot of promises that kids made and only the people who were determined 
to do it did it.”   

When asked about how students vote, Mr. Andes said, “It is entirely based on popularity - 
same thing when I was a kid.”  

Still, he thinks SCA is important.  
“Yes, it does matter to me because kids need leadership and a leader to speak for them,” he 

said.  
My second interview was with Ms. Meidlinger, the sixth grade writing teacher, located in her 

classroom. She thinks it is important for students to be involved in their school, but believes it’s not as 
much popularity that gets the vote as it is people who stand from others. She said students need to 
get more involved and we should change the elections so the candidates have to do more to be 
elected. 

My third interview was with Mrs. Brackman, the sixth grade social studies teacher. I asked her 
opinion about whether or not SCA is a good thing.  

“It gives students an opportunity to be a leader and learn how democracy works,” she said.   
With that, I asked if teachers should vote and she gave a direct NO because it is the student 

council not teacher council.  Later, I asked if we should change the council running rules and she 
thinks they are okay. 

 Lastly, I asked if she thinks the election is a popularity contest and she said, “I hope kids will 
vote well,” stating that students should vote based on ideas rather than popularity. 

My fourth interview was with Ms. Posner. Ms. Posner has helped with SCA for two years. I 
asked if she thought the candidates will keep their promises and she does. She hopes that kids will 
vote for people and their ideas not because of popularity. Because of her 2 years working with SCA, 
she thinks that the council is a good thing for the students. 

So why do students vote the way they do? 
“Kids aren’t as mature as adults,” said Mr. Andes. He explained that kids will probably vote for 

a friend, a family member, or a family member’s friend or they will be pressured by others to vote a 
certain way, rather than for ideas. 
 
The moral of the story, Waples Mill student body?  
 

It is our hope, as the Inquisitives team, that you vote by informing yourselves first and then 
using your critical thinking skills. Practicing how to vote now will help you become a better citizen 
now and in the future.  

We’ve created this issue in hopes that you will make your vote truly count this year.  

Happy voting! 



HOW TO USE A PMI CHART 
By The Inquisitives Team 

 
The PMI chart is used to look critically at positives and drawbacks of different issues and 

concepts. It’s a way to objectively look at an idea. It’s an opportunity to help you make a difficult 
decision that may not have a clear or straightforward answer.  

 
The “Plus” column is used for positives. 
The “Minus” column is used for weaknesses or potential problems. 
The “Interesting” column is used for capturing connections and lingering questions. 
 
See an example below as the Inquistives team debates the best ice 

cream flavor. Looking at these multiple perspectives, you choose the best 
answer! 

 
 

Which Ice Cream Flavor Reigns Supreme?  
 

 

 

 

Flavor + Plus - Minus Interesting 
Passion Fruit 

(Maxine) 
Exotic, fruity = healthy, 

right? 
So good you can’t stop! How did passion fruit 

come to be called 
passion fruit? 

Chocolate Mint 
(Amanda and Ms. 

Veiock) 

Two amazing flavors 
in one! 

Artificial green dye? 
NOT COOL! 

Who came up with this 
genius combination? 

Cookie Dough 
(Eli) 

Double dessert? Yes, 
please! 

Are there raw eggs in 
there? Salmonella 

concerns… 

How does the cookie 
dough stay so soft even 

when frozen? 
Chocolate 

(Milad) 
One of the originals. 
Sweet and simple. 

Too simple? Can chocolate even 
have a drawback? 

Cookies and Cream 
(Adi) 

Nice crunch! Too sweet to eat very 
much (could also be a 

positive). 

What is the ideal 
cookie to mix in? 

Coffee 
(Vivien) 

Energizing! Caffeine may not be 
good for children. 

How much caffeine is 
there? 



Candidates at a Glance 
The Inquisitive reporters set out to get to know candidates better. Here’s what they had to say. 

Presidential Candidates 

 
Candidate 

Name 

 
Favorite Thing About 

WMES 

 
Why are you running? 

 
What makes you a good 

candidate? 

What will you 
accomplish if 

elected? 

If you had to vote for 
someone besides 

yourself, who would it be 
and why? 

Adah 
Reported by 

Amanda 

 
“The nice people and 

the books.” 
 

“SCA is important to me 
because I like sharing my 
ideas with the school.” 

 

“I will help improve the 
school by encouraging 
students to recycle.” 

“Using recycling bins 
in the cafeteria and 
having better spirit 

days.” 

“Mahika because she also 
has good ideas.” 

John M. 
Reported by 

Adi 

“The variety of 
students and how 
people are nice to 

each other.” 

“SCA has always been 
important to me, and I have 
always looked up to other 

SCA officers as role 
models.” 

“I love little kids and I pay 
attention to their ideas.” 

“I will transfer ideas 
that other kids have 
that are good to SCA 
meetings and to the 

staff.” 

“I would vote for Evan 
because I thinks he has 

good stuff in store for the 
school.” 

Tumra 
Reported by 

herself 

“Everyone is nice and 
there are teachers 
that really help you 
and give you their 

attention.” 

“I have always wanted to be 
a part of SCA and make a 
difference. The position is 
important because it is the 

best way to influence 
change.” 

“I am tenacious, 
ambitious, and have lots 

of great ideas.” 

“I will try to make 
WMES a better, more 

fun, welcoming 
place.” 

“I would vote for a person 
with similar ideas as me. I 

feel very strongly they 
would be more fit than the 

other candidates.” 

Layla 
Reported by 

Eli 

She likes her friends, 
the teachers, and her 
education. 

Says she wants to make 
school more fun and help 
people. 

Says she is fun, nice, and 
she cares about everyone 
at the school. 

Have more spirit days 
and help with the 
Green Team. 

“Mahika because she’s 
nice, funny and will do the 

Green Team. Also, Adah 
because she’s nice.” 

 
Evan 

Reported by 
himself 

“Helping kids and 
seeing my friends.” 

“I want everybody to have a 
good time at school for my 

last year.” 

“I will accomplish a lot of 
stuff, like make school fun 
by making new spirit days 
and helping people out. 

“I am nice and I’m 
helpful and a good 

listener.” 

“I don’t know yet. The 
speeches have not been 

shown yet.  

Mahika 
Reported by 

Milad 

Friends.  Her mom suggested it. “Also, 
it is a leadership role and it 

could help with college.” 

 

She likes helping people and 
said, “I am a good role 

model for the little kids.” 

I will try to make this 
school eco-friendly.” 

“Adah because she is my 
best friend and she is 

caring.” 
 



Vice Presidential Candidates 

 
Candidate 

Name 

 
Favorite Thing About 

WMES 

 
Why are you running? 

 
What makes you a good 

candidate? 

 
What will you 
accomplish if 

elected? 

If you had to vote for 
someone besides 

yourself, who would it be 
and why? 

Simon 
Reported by 

Vivien 

 
“How much students 
and teachers support 

me.” 
 

“I would like to try the Pile 
of Smiles. I want people to 

stop bullying.  I want to 
donate and have 

fundraisers more often.” 
 

“I’ve been at WMES since 
kindergarten and I know 

what this school’s 
strengths and weaknesses 

are.” 
 

Fundraiser to help 
people with cancer 

Beau because he is perfect 
for this position and he 

gets along with everyone. 

Owen 
Reported by 

Eli 

 
“Being with and seeing 

friends every day.” 
  
 

“I’m a good role model for 
new and younger kids.” 

 

“I’m good at backing 
people up [if they’re 

absent] and I’m good at 
remembering stuff.” 

Getting new sports 
and playground 

equipment. 
 

Beau - he’s nice and calm 
and not bossy. 

Beau 
Reported by 

Vivien 

The teachers are nice 
and there are no 
bullies. 

 

I want to make a change 
and be known. 

 

I am a good role model 
and I am very self-

conscious.  
 

I would be happy and 
if someone else wins 
I would be happy for 

them. 
 

Simon because he’s a good 
friend and he deserves it. 

Ayan 
Reported by 

Amanda 
 

“It’s a fair school. 
Others are included.” 

“I want to add some of my 
own ideas to the school.” 

“I can work with others. I 
think about not the good 
of myself, but the good of 

the school.” 

“Whatever the 
students need in 

SCA.” 

“Brooks because ever 
since I came to this school 
I’ve figured out that he’s a 

quick thinker.” 

Secretary Candidates 

Truman 
Reported by 

himself 

“All the students that 
come to school ready 

to have fun and learn.” 

“I’m fit and can lead the 
student body and help 
make good decisions.” 

“I am a hard worker and 
will not stop until the 

students’ ideas are heard. 
Also, I’m a born leader. So 
I know how to talk to the 

school and can follow 
other people’s examples, 

too.” 
 

“I will listen to the 
student body and do 

everything in my 
power to make their 

voices heard.” 

“Freddie because I know 
that he has good ideas, 
and he also has good 

decision-making skills.” 



Secretary Candidates 

 
Candidate 

Name 

 
Favorite Thing About 

WMES 

 
Why are you running? 

 
What makes you a good 

candidate? 

 
What will you 
accomplish if 

elected? 

If you had to vote for 
someone besides 

yourself, who would it be 
and why? 

 
Freddie 

Reported by 
himself 

“The people. Everyone 
here is so nice and 

kind.” 

“I believe I can win and 
add a few things to this 

school like an idea box so 
everyone can put their 

idea in to SCA meetings.” 

“I want everyone’s ideas 
to be heard and I will not 
let anyone be left out.” 

“The idea box. If I’m 
elected one of the 

first things I will do is 
go to the principle 

and tell him my 
idea.” 

 

“Truman or Charlotte 
because they are both 
really good people.” 

 
Maxine 

Reported by 
herself 

 
“I like getting a good 
education and having 

good friends.” 
 

“I want to help our school 
community.” 

 

“I am organized, 
responsible and 

hardworking. I set a good 
example.” 

 

More spirit days and 
more recycling bins, 

especially in the 
cafeteria.  

 

Erin G - she’s very nice, 
organized, and keeps 

everything under control. 
She follows the rules, but 

she’s not too serious. 
 

Charlotte B. 
Reported by 

Milad 

 
“The teachers, staff, 

and students.” 
 

“To help my school grow 
well. I would like to make a 
difference in our school for 

the teachers and young 
kids.” 

 

“I like to help around the 
school. Also, that is why I 
became a patrol - to help 
out kids, but I did quit for 

this.” 

“I will have a Cancer-
Awareness day 

because my best 
friend’s mom died 

from cancer.  I want 
people to understand 

it and I would like 
more fundraisers.” 

 

“Tumra because she is a 
good friend of mine and I 

think she is good at 
making promises.” 

Rida 
Reported by 

Vivien 

 
“My favorite thing 

about WMES is that 
5th and 6th graders 

can become leaders of 
the school.” 

  
 

“I’ve never been an SCA 
officer and I want to know 

what it’s like. I can get a 
chance to become a leader 

of the school and I could 
help our school.” 

 

“I will be responsible and 
do what I need to do. I 

like helping people and I 
have experience from 

being on patrol for two 
years. I also got good 
grades on my report 

card.” 

“I will try my best to 
help this school with 

its needs. I will try my 
best to help students 
have fun on the spirit 
days that they want.” 

 

I would vote for someone 
who would be a good role 

model for the school 
because they could help 

the school and the 
students.” 

Secretary Candidates 



 
Candidate 

Name 

 
Favorite Thing About 

WMES 

 
Why are you running? 

 
What makes you a good 

candidate? 

 
What will you 
accomplish if 

elected? 

If you had to vote for 
someone besides 

yourself, who would it be 
and why? 

Erin 
Reported by 

herself 

“The friends I meet, 
being around good 

people, getting a good 
education.” 

“I would like to do 
something for this school 
and I made a promise to 

myself to try new things. I 
would like a chance to 

represent my school and 
be a leader people look up 

to.” 

“I have good organization 
skills. I work well with 

other people and I am a 
good role model.” 

“I will accomplish 
being a leader and 

being a 
representative of this 

school.” 

“Maxine because she is a 
good leader and 

representative of this 
school.” 

T.J. 
Reported by 

Adi 

 
“I like that there is an 

extra year of 
elementary school and 
only 2 years of middle 

school.” 
  
 

 
“I don't feel good enough 

at leadership to run for 
president, but I feel fit for 

this position. I always 
wanted to help out and 
not just get elected for 

popularity.” 
 

“People just run for 
popularity and I am trying 

to stop that trend, I am 
trying to help the 

students in the school 
have a better day not get 

so bored.” 

 
“I will try to make 
more rules to stop 
bullying and other 
mean things, and 

make the lunch line 
close 10 minutes 

later so if you need 
anything from their 

you have a little extra 
time to get it.” 

 

“Freddie because he is in 
AAP and I think he has 

good Idea and /leadership 
skills.” 

Haley 
Reported by 

Maxine 

“I like how strong the 
community is and how 

great the teachers 
are.” 

 

“It’s my last year here and 
I want to make it great and 

help out.” 
 

“I can work well with 
other people and I’m 

responsible.” 
 

“I will make our 
community stronger 
and I want to try to 
make the school the 

best possible.” 
 

“Maxine because she is a 
good person for the job 

and she caring and 
attentive.” 

Elijah 
Reported by 

himself 

“It is so bully-free and 
everybody feels safe.” 

“I didn’t win last year and I 
want to try again. I think I 
can be a good leader for 

this school.” 

“I have experience in SCA 
and being a leader. I don’t 
get in trouble a lot and I 

like to take notes.” 

“I will try to make 
this school more safe 

and eco-friendly. I 
will introduce new 

spirit days.” 
 

Freddie because he is a 
nice guy and he is very 

open to others, like me.  



 

Public Relations Candidates 

 
Candidate 

Name 

 
Favorite Thing About 

WMES 

 
Why are you running? 

 
What makes you a good 

candidate? 

 
What will you 
accomplish if 

elected? 

If you had to vote for 
someone besides 

yourself, who would it be 
and why? 

Brooks 
Reported by 

Maxine 

All the events like 
Aladdin and spirit day 
activities.  

 
 

“I’ve been in SCA before 
and can make it better.” 

 

“Lots of kids look up to 
me and I’m open to new 

ideas.” 
 

More spirit days. “Owen - he’s responsible 
and similar to me.” 

Ethan 
Reported by 

Eli 

 
Back to school night. 

 

“I’ve been an SCA rep 
before and I want to take it 

a step further.” 
 

Says he is responsible, 
helpful, and always on 

time.  
 

More spirit days.  
 

“Brooks - he seems 
responsible and is 

respectful and always on 
time.” 

Maddie 
Reported by 

herself 

“The spirit days. They 
are always so fun and 

exciting and most 
people participate so 

it’s a whole school 
activity.  

“I’ve always liked being in 
a position where I could be 

a role model and help 
others.” 

“I listen to others and do 
my best. I also always try 

to be on time.” 

“I will try and create 
new spirit days and 
new drives and coat 

drives.” 

“Paige – she has had 
experience in SCA and I’ve 
seen her do many things 

that show leadership 

Paige 
Reported by 

Maxine 

 
“Being able to learn.” 

 

“I want to make the world 
a better place and this is a 

step.” 
 

“I’m helpful, responsible, 
and little kids look up to 

me.” 
 

“I’m going to help 
change our school in 

a good way.” 
 

“Owen. He had this dream 
and he is the person for 
vice president. He gets 

things done. 

Mahad 
Reported by 

Vivien 

 
All the people here are 

nice to me. 
.  
 

“There should be a change 
in school spirit.” 

 

“I am kind to every grade 
level. I’m at school almost 

every day.”  
 

“I will try to be the 
best I can be and I 

will give the people 
what they want. I’ll 
perform to the best 

of my ability.”  
Would have an all-

day recess spirit day 

“Simon because he has a 
good personality and he 
has experience. I know 

him well.” 



Golden Gliders Special Edition Insert 
 

Name: _______________________________________________________________________                        
Use this PMI chart to record and remember your thoughts and observations during candidate speeches. As a 
voter, this helps you make an informed final decision on the best person for the job. Your vote is important! 

Candidate Name Plus + Minus - Interesting 
Presidential Candidates 

Adah    
John M.    
Tumra    
Layla    
Evan    

Mahika    
Vice Presidential Candidates 

Simon    
Owen    
Beau    
Ayan    

Secretary Candidates 
Truman    
Freddie    
Maxine    

Charlotte B.    
Rida    
Erin    
T.J.    

Haley    
Elijah    

Candidate Name Plus + Minus - Interesting 
Presidential Candidates 

Adah    
John M.    
Tumra    
Layla    
Evan    

Mahika    



 

 

 

After reviewing your notes and comparing candidates, make a wise choice. Check your thought 
process below by briefly explaining who you chose and why.  

 

For president, I choose _______________________________________ because _________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

For vice president, I choose _______________________________________ because _____________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

For secretary, I choose _______________________________________ because _________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

For PR, I choose _______________________________________ because _________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Candidate Name Plus + Minus - Interesting 
Public Relations Candidates 

Brooks    
Ethan    

Madeline    
Paige    

Mahad    
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