
    We’ve learned a lot throughout 
our journey founding the first 
WMES newspaper. We knew 
from the beginning that we 
wanted to create a greater 
sense of connection by 
sharing important 
information within 
our school 
community. What we 
didn’t anticipate was just how inspired we would 
feel by all the amazing students and staff that make 
our school what it is. 
     Interviewing Wapalonians gives us an opportunity 
to make our very large school much smaller and 
welcoming. Now, we all know more about people at 
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    On Thursday, April 5th, WMES celebrated another 
annual STAMP Night. STAMP stands for a year-round 
group called Science, Technology, Art, Music, 
Philanthropy. The committee meets all year and 
hosts different fundraisers organized by Mr. Duffy 
and Ms. Holtz, a parent. They prepare all year for 
the inspirational museum, contacting organizations, 
writing scripts, and making the program for STAMP 
night.  
     For those of you who don’t know, STAMP Night is 
an evening when you come to school from 6:30pm to 
8:00pm and there are many different creative things 
to see. This year, there was slime making, a Spanish 
game show where you earned candy if you won, and 
various booths with different student groups in the 
gym.  
   Another important tradition is the music and arts 
awards. The longest-standing award is called the  

Continued on page 2… 

FIFTH GRADERS 
WRITE IN

ICE CREAM

By Milad 
     Teachers aren’t just your teachers. 
They are actual people with more to 
do than just teach students.  Teachers 
may teach you many things and have 
one of the most important jobs.  They 
don’t just want to teach you, they 
want to have vacations and have a 
blast with friends and family, too.  
They do more than what you think 
they do.  

    I wrote this article because students 
should know their teacher not as just a 
teacher, but as friends and real people, 
too.  
     Señorita Williams is one of our two 
Spanish teachers. She’s bubbly, 
considerate of all students, and spends a 
lot of time helping every kid understand 
classwork. She’s been teaching nine 
years, eight of them here at WMES and 
one year writing curriculum. 

Continued on page 2… 

By Amanda 
    I sprayed the glue from the pump into a tiny plastic 
jar. I squeezed drops of green and blue, each floating on 
top of the white, sticky substance. I started mixing with a 
popsicle stick. Next, came the Borax, too much Borax. 
Then, suddenly, I had a turquoise rubber ball - not what I 
was going for. YEAH, THAT WAS A COMPLETE FAIL…     

our school. We are all part of a 
community and getting to 

know each other better 
continues to build a safer 

space for all of us. It creates 
a cooperative neighborhood 
and a support system of trust 

and friendship where 
everyone helps one 
another.  

     We created this community issue to further 
strengthen our sense of unity and partnership here 
at WMES. We hope that learning more about our 
school and the people that make WMES possible 
will help you feel more and more connected to 
this special place, too.
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BOTSWANA, THAILAND, RUSSIA, OH MY!
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Señorita Williams in 
Florence, Italy. 



   The most interesting place she’s 
been is bush camping in the Okavango 
Delta in Botswana, Africa. For those of 
you that don’t know, bush camping is 
camping in the wilderness where 
farming hasn’t taken over and you can 

explore natural beauty.  
   “We took a boat, which is 
basically a hollowed-out 
tree trunk, for three hours 
and then the guides cut the 
bush down with machetes 
and we slept there. There 
were spiders everywhere. 

Then we went on a walking 
safari and had to run from elephants.” 
    She loves traveling and she feels 
like it will be her favorite thing to do 
with her kids when they get older.  
    Now, you see teachers aren't just 
your teachers.  Teachers have more to 
do than just teach you … they have 
lives with friends.  Teachers may be 
your educator, but they are also your 
friend. Teachers act differently when 
they aren’t in front a class…like I 
didn’t think I could get through an 
interview without Señorita Williams 
speaking in Spanish a bit. After 
reading this, you might think about 
getting to know your teachers even 
better than you already do.  

    “That sparked my desire 
for this dream vacation,” she 
said. 
    Recalling good times from 
the past, she said that the 
last time she was in Spain, 
she played the amateur 
accordion on the street and 
made $6.  
Señorita Williams was willing 
to stay for a long time after 
school to tell about her 
passion for travel.  
    Mrs. Hammond, one of our art 
teachers, waited patiently at the 
table with us as Señorita Williams 
finished. Then she became very 
passionate about sharing her own 
stories.   

    Mrs. Hammond has been teaching 
10 years, three of them here at 
WMES. She’s taught in Bangkok, 
Thailand, Virginia, London, England, 
and back here again.  
   What’s her dream vacation? 
   “I want to go to Zanzibar in 
Tanzania and India. My cousin is 
getting married to an Indian woman 
and we were hoping to go to their 
wedding, but now they’re having it in 
California,” she said. 
  “I’ve heard about Zanzibar for a 
long time. It sounds like paradise. 
Also, a different and exciting culture. 
It is a pristine beach area. You can do 
safaris and all that good stuff.” 
   She’d like to take her husband and 
kids for a nice family trip. 

year there are new and exciting 
displays, projects, and creations. 
Also new for 2018, we held a 
fundraiser for Neuroendocrine 
Cancer Research in memory of Ms. 
Spaulding, a Waples Mill second 
grade teacher, who passed away in 
January. 
     In all, this year’s Imagine, 
Invent, Inspire Night was a very 
special one. Spending time with 
your school friends outside of the 
school day is always memorable 
and seeing other students’ and 
siblings’ work is refreshing. 

STAMP THROUGH THE YEAR AT 
THESE OTHER EVENTS 

• Meal packaging for Stop Hunger 
Now 

• Tree planting with Fairfax ReLeaf 
• Wreath Laying at Arlington 

National Cemetery 

     I caught up with her in the library 
on a Wednesday after school. She was 
excited to talk about travel and her 
dream vacation to Europe.  
    “I would start in Spain and use my 
Spanish,” she said. “Then probably 
travel all around in nature. I’d be 
looking for beach, mountains, 
anything unusual having to do with 
nature. It would be awesome to ski 
and go to the beach in the same 
vacation.” 
   She said she’d like to be gone 6 
months with her husband, and she’d 
do a different place every month: 
Spain, France, Italy, Germany, 
Greece, and the Czech Republic and 
invite different friends to meet them 
in different places. 
   “I enjoy 
learning about 
new cultures and 
seeing how other 
people live,” she 
emphasized. 
Señorita Williams 
has already been 
on very interesting trips abroad.  She 
says the most interesting place she’s 
been is Moscow, Russia to visit 
orphanages and spread holiday cheer.  
   “It was frigid and awesome. I love 
the cold,” she explained, smiling 
happily. 
    She also lived in Italy for four 
months and fell in love with the 
people and the food there.  
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“There were spiders everywhere. Then we went on a 

walking safari and had to run from elephants.”

STAMP NIGHT: EXHIBITING WMES’ BEST

TEACHERS GO ABROAD

    The second award, the Fine 
Arts award, honors a WMES 
former assistant principal, 
Carmen Boatwright-Bacon. She 
was a music teacher first and 
loved kids. Her award was 
handed to sixth graders Victoria, 
Cassidy and Shivali, fifth grader 
Eleanor, and third-grader John. 
     Even if you weren’t there to 
receive an award, the night was 
fun. This was my third time 
coming and it is a bit different 
each time. If you are bored or in 
need of inspiration, consider 
going to STAMP Night! This year 
was special because it was the 
10th year and the theme was 
Imagine, Invent, Inspire. Each 

Alec Souders Student Philanthropy Award. It’s 
named after a WMES student who has raised 
over $150,000 over the past 11 years to fund 
melanoma cancer research. This year’s 
winners were second-grader Rowan and 
siblings Kaydence and Skylar. 

Teachers wear purple in memory and honor of 
Ms. Spaulding. 

A photograph by Mrs. Hammond of Victoria 
Falls on her trip to Africa.

Mrs. Hammond in Africa. 



  

  

Ms. Khulman by Serena 

   Ms. Khulman has some 
awesome traits! She 
loved having fun and 
playing games, but she 
also wanted us to work 
hard and no cutting 
corners. I do recall that 
was the year I finished 
figuring out all of the 
times tables. She helped 
me learn each one with 
tricks that were easy and 
fun! Now she has 
transformed me into the 
strong, confident math 
whiz I am now! I want to 
thank her for all she has 
done for me! 

Ms. Hensel by 
Madeleine 

    The most inspiring 
teacher I have ever had 
was Ms. Hensel. Ms. 
Hensel is funny, smart, 
but she is also the kind 
of teacher who wouldn’t 
let much by her. She was 
strict, but not in a mean 
way. Sadly, earlier this 
year one of her family 
members passed away. 
Through all of this pain 
she was going through, 
she still made an effort 
to reach out to me. Ms. 
Hensel inspires me 
everyday because her 

Selected and edited by the 
Inquisitives 

Mr. Nicolais by Nate B.  

    Mr. Nicolais is funny and 
smart. He inspired me by 
being funny and smart so 
when I grow up I will want to 
be funny and smart so 
everybody will want to be 
around me. 

Ms. Childers by Jayden  

    The first time I met Ms. 
Childers was in third grade. 
She was so welcoming. She 
had play money and we could 
earn toys with it. She called 
them Chil Bills. Ms. Childers 
taught me so much, even 
stuff we did not need to know 
until fourth grade. 

Mr. Feldman by Jack 

    Mr. Feldman has inspired 
me to do my best. Also, he is 
able to cheer up everybody. 
Next, he knows everybody in 
school. I have no idea how he 
does it. 

life and her methods let 
me know that there is 
always hope, that no 
matter how dark or how 
much pain that you go 
through, it always gets 
better. I hope she knows 
how much of an impact 
she has had on my life. 

Mrs. Scadron by Farren 

   In the middle of second 
grade, I had just moved to 
Virginia from New York. I 
was nervous to be at 
Waples Mill. It was a 
Sunday and I was seeing 
my teacher, Mrs. Scadron.  
     I kept telling myself, 
“When you see her, shake 
her hand.” 
    I was so scared I shook 
as I walked down the long 
hallway, wondering if she 
would like me, if I was 
good enough for her class. 
As I walked in, I saw a 
gentle-looking woman in 
the middle of a colorful, 
popping room. I went up 
to her, screaming inside, 
terrified what she would 
think of me.  
    I introduced myself and 
put my hand out for her to 
shake, like I had 
rehearsed, but she did 
something different. She 
came close and put out 
her arms. She gave me a 
big hug and welcomed 
me. She told me not to 
worry, that the next day 
when school started 
people would become my 
friends.  
    The next day, I was set 
up with a buddy. Mrs. 
Scadron caught me up to 
speed in class. That day 
Mrs. Scadron taught me to 

be kind and welcoming 
to everyone I meet no 
matter what they look 
like or if you don’t know 
who they are. Be kind 
and they will feel loved 
as I did that day.  

Dr. Collins by Sanjana 

     Dr. Collins inspires me 
because she can do 
anything! She once 
didn’t like the part I was 
playing, so what did she 
do? She made a new part 
for me by herself! I think 
that she is very talented 
and she teaches me to 
never give up.  

Mr. Nicolais by Rishikaa 

     Mr. Nicolais always 
taught us to think 
outside of the box. He 
made sure that we 
understood everything he 
taught us. He makes sure 
that he teaches multiple 
different way of getting 
an answer and let us 
choose which one we 
prefer. He always checks 
with us if we need any 
help. He understands if 
we don’t get something. 
He is really inspiring 
because he always told 
us to be ourselves. 
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NAME JOB
YEARS 

AT 
WMES

FAVORITE 
PART 

ABOUT JOB

HARDEST 
PART 

ABOUT JOB

FAVORITE 
THING ABOUT 

WMES

FAVORITE 
ICE CREAM 

FLAVOR

Mrs. Collins

Registrar:  
I register all 
new students 
that come to 
the school and 
keep all the 
files. I’m 
responsible for 
report cards 
and grades. 

22

I love the 
people. The 
staff and the 
students 
make me 
smile. 

Right before 
school 
starts, I’m 
the busiest. 
We have so 
many new 
students 
that need to 
be put in 
new classes. 
Getting shot 
records from 
everyone is 
really hard. 

The kids are 
the best in the 
whole world. 
They are the 
friendliest, 
most polite, 
smartest and 
most caring 
kids. I’m very 
proud of all of 
them 
(especially the 
ones that write 
the paper).

I love eating 
coffee ice 
cream in front 
of the tv on 
my couch with 
my cat 
because I love 
to drink 
coffee. I like 
soft-serve 
vanilla with a 
chocolate 
shell, too. 

Mrs. Doty

Office Assistant 

I keep 
attendance 
records to 
monitor that 
our students 
are here 
everyday. When 
they aren’t 
here, I have to 
find out why. I 
run the 
warehouse of 
supplies. I run 
Happy 
Wednesday 
when we order 
lunch for 
teachers. 
 

19, we 
are like 
family 
here in 

the 
office!

I enjoy 
putting all 
the puzzle 
pieces 
together for 
attendance. I 
want to do it 
forever and 
ever. 

Deciding 
what to eat 
for lunch. 

Interacting 
with students. 

I love 
strawberry. 
I’m not really 
an ice cream 
eater. I just 
threw 
strawberry out 
there. I love 
pies, all pies!

Mrs. 
Kassabian

Office Assistant 

I’m in charge of 
building use for 
the school and 
community, 
work orders 
anything that 
gets broken, 
and electrical 
orders.

12.5 
 I 
started 
out as 
the 
clinic 
aide for 
a year 
and a 
half. 

The kids and 
my 
coworkers. 
We are like 
sisters, like 
family.

When I can’t 
fix 
something or 
I don’t have 
a solution 
for 
something. 
It’s 
frustrating. 

The people and 
the kids and 
the staff. The 
staff always 
make me laugh 
and the 
children always 
put a smile on 
my face with 
the funny 
things they say. 

Milwaukee 
Custard 
chocolate chip 
mint. It makes 
my breath feel 
fresh..and I 
love the 
CHOCOLATE!

Stay tuned next month to meet Mrs. Carlson and Mrs. Pierce!

By Milad 
   Our office staff is the face of our school. They are the first people you see when you walk into the 
building and they take care of all 929 of us students! They do so much for the school, yet many of us 
don’t even know their names. I wrote this article so you can get to know them and appreciate them 
better. So next time you’re in the office, say hi and strike up a conversation about their day (or maybe 
their favorite ice cream flavor). 

THE GLUE THAT HOLDS WMES TOGETHER



  

TEACHERS ARE REAL PEOPLE, TOO! 

By: Vivien and Maxine 
     Let's get real, 
people: There are 
plenty of spaces 
around the school. 
Some of those spaces 
are not accessible by 
students such as the 
teacher lounges and 
the storage space.  For 
this article, Mrs. Veiock 
and the custodians 
gave us an all-access 
tour so that we can 
give you the 4-1-1 on 
what you have been 
curious about, but 
afraid to ask.  Read on!  

The Teacher Lounges 
     The teacher lounge I 
went to was near the 
sixth and third grade 
classrooms, room 403.  
When I walked in, the 
first thing I noticed was 
the wall mural. There’s a 
beautiful window looking 
out onto a white, sandy 
beach with perfect palm 
trees, shiny seashells, 
and a sailboat that 
slightly reminded me of 
the Chesapeake Bay field 
trip I took in 5th grade.  
     Perhaps the mural is 
there to give the 

teachers and 
administrators the sense 
that they are on vacation. 
Or to make it seem like 
there’s a window since 
there is no real one. 
     You’ll also find a woven 
vase filled with bamboo 
sticks. Maybe it’s there for 
sparring? There are also 
two coffee machines, 
three vending machines, 
two microwaves, two 
water jugs, one fridge, 
plus couches tables and 
comfy chairs.  

  Storage Spaces 
 Did you know there are 
215 gallons of purified 
water in just one room? 
There are also some super 
cool vacuum cleaner  
backpacks. And one thing 
that’s a bit 
surprising....there was a 
bag filled with tennis balls. 
Do teachers throw these at 
each other? Maybe 
teachers practice catching 
flying items that kids could 
throw? 
   To be honest we have a 
big school with a lot of 

students, 929 to be 
exact. And with a lot of 
students, a lot of space 
is needed. Every space is 
essential and every space 
is stuffed.  
    Seeing new things 
we’ve never seen before 
is always fun. It’s nice to 
get to know more about 
what the teachers 
experience and what 
goes on in their daily 
lives, too. Perhaps there 
are still spaces we don’t 
know. Maybe we still 
don’t know what happens 
when we aren’t in there. 
Cheetos parties? Jousting 
for a break? We may 
never know.  

VENDING MACHINE 
SAMPLER 

Here’s a few of the treats 
you can find in the staff 

room! 
Spicy Sweet Chili Doritos 
Baked Cheese Fries 
Funyuns 
Kettle Corn 
Cheez-Its 
Chex Mix

year at WMES. 
She enjoys 
exploring 
different cities in 
Virginia with her 
family. She 
doesn’t have 
much free time 
because she is 
constantly 
planning and 
looking over kids’ 
papers at home.  

  Mrs. Epstein has been teaching 
for 8 years. Before teaching, she 
was an architect. One of the things 
she used to do was run marathons. 
After an injury, she could no longer 
do that. Mrs. Epstein is focused on 
getting her leg healed now, so she 
finds other ways to spend her free 
time like cooking, art, traveling, 
and playing video games with her 
daughter, Annie. She also enjoys 

By Amanda 
    What do teachers do when they 
have free time? Teachers don’t go 
home and are done for the day. 
They spend a lot of time doing 
things for us. Teachers are 
essential to our learning, and 
spend a lot of time making sure 
we get a fun and amazing 
education.  
   Teachers are real people, too. 
When they have freetime, they 
like to do fun activities like we 
do, too. I have interviewed 
multiple teachers and now I can 
say what teachers do when 
they’re not working.  
           Mrs. Ingram is another 4th 
grade teacher. Her favorite thing 
is to hike in the Blue Ridge 
Mountains with her friend who 
lives up there. She said she 
doesn’t have a lot of free time. 
Ms. Vivirito is a brand new 3rd 
grade teacher. This is her second 

going to Texas and visiting her 
brother’s ranch. 
   For 
teachers, 
they don’t 
have as 
much free 
time as you 
think. If you 
think about 
it, teachers 
have 
homework, 
too! Teachers do a lot of work, 
maybe even more than us students 
do!  
    So, just remember, without 
your teachers doing things instead 
of having free time, you wouldn't 
get as many fun planned events, 
likes field trips, Colonial Day, 
Pancake Day for sixth graders, 
Kickball Day for fifth graders, and 
writing conferences and publishing 
parties. Remember to thank your 
teachers! 

EXPLORING WMES’ HIDDEN SPACES
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By Maxine 
   Do you ever want to know 
more about your teachers? Or 
get to know them better? Well, 
this article will be a start.  
   Almost everyone has a favorite 
food. I know I do.  But the 
question people don’t ask is, 
what is my teacher’s favorite 
food?  Knowing may give you a 
good chance to connect with 
your teacher and get to know 
them more.  
    Mrs. Epstein likes Mexican 
green (verdes) enchiladas.  Her 

family all likes to cook 
and over Christmas they went to  
a cooking class in Santa Fe.  They 
ended up learning how to make 
homemade posole, a stew with 
hominy, a type of corn.  She also 
likes the coconut Bai because it 
has no artificial sweetener. 
  Mrs. Ingram likes Sugar Mama’s 
bittersweet chocolate ice cream.  
She loves chocolate, but doesn’t 
get it often, so it’s a treat.  She 
just found this little shop off of 
Jermantown Road.  She didn’t 

POSOLE, ICE CREAM, AND SALSA

intend to find it because she was 
there for something else. She 
really likes it because it’s not a 
chain.   
    Mrs. Scadron likes Mexican 
food, especially Mexican salsa.  
She makes her own salsa using a 
parent’s recipe. It’s a secret 
recipe, but she did tell us that it 
uses Rotel tomatoes. Her mom 
used to make salsa and grow her 
own tomatoes. 

By Maxine 
   You either love it or you hate it. Or you’re like 
me and you like some of it, but don’t like all of it.        
    Cafeteria food is something that kids talk about 
and think about all the time. Some of our feelings 
depend on it. Lunch could make or break the day.  
    Here’s my thoughts on a couple of standbys. 
Smiley fries: The awesome happy-face fries that 
everyone loves and, if you don’t, well, that means 
you’ve either never had them or you just don’t like 
them.  I love them and I think most people will 
agree.  They are crispy and when you smile they 
smile back. Sometimes they will be deformed and 
kind of look like they are angry, but we still eat 
them.    
Pizza: When you first have the pizza, you think it’s 
pretty good, but, then, after a couple of years, 
months, or even weeks, you get tired of it. The 
crust is like cardboard and there aren’t any crispy 
edges.  
   Back a few years ago, we had circle pizza that a 
lot more people liked because the red sauce was 
tangier, the crust was crispier, and the cheese was 
gooey and hot.  They once tried Hawaiian pizza, 

but then didn’t do it ever again. The flavors just 
didn’t mix.  
Cherry sherbet:  Ahhh, cherry sherbet. It’s good for 
a hard days work and something sweet.  We used to 
have it every Friday and now it’s a rare occasion 
that we get to enjoy this cold, fruity treat.  
Pancakes: Pancakes and sausage is one of our 
cafeteria's best dishes. The soft, fluffy pancakes are 
infused with light syrup flavor. The juicy, slightly-
spiced sausage pairs well to make a sweet and 
savory combo.  
     If you haven’t had a chance yet, check out the 
lunch menu calendar and give one of these a try. 
After seven years eating here, I know your best 
options.

ABOUT THE GOLDEN GLIDERS JOURNAL 
We are a newspaper written for and by WMES students under the guidance of Mrs. Veiock. Sixth-graders 
Maxine, Milad, Vivien, and Amanda focus on finding the answers to important questions and exploring 
fierce wonderings about our community. We welcome your feedback and are also looking for submissions 
for our next issue. Do you have advice to share with the next group of students moving up to your grade? 
Share with us at theinquisitivesreport@gmail.com. We will review your submissions pending 
space in our next two upcoming issues. 

What do these three 
very different foods 
have in common? 
Keep reading to find 
out!

CAFETERIA FOOD REVIEW
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